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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
UCAN TRAINS YOUTH TO DETERMINE NON-VIOLENT RESOLUTIONS FOR MINOR CRIMINAL OFFENSES
Altgeld Riverdale Community Partnership Launches New Youth Court Program 
CHICAGO, Feb. 25, 2010 – The Altgeld Riverdale Community Partnership is the proud recipient of $252,000 from the Edward R. Byrne Fund of the Recovery Act, with funding to be spent over two years to create local youth courts.  UCAN (Uhlich Children’s Advantage Network) will lead the program, working in partnership with the Foundation for Family Empowerment, Inc.  The project also has the support of the Chicago Housing Authority.
Young people in sixth through eighth grades will be trained for six months in both peer leadership and peer jury systems, forming juries once trained.  Peers who have committed minor, non-violent offenses will come in front of the juries for a restorative justice intervention.    

The goals of the youth courts are in line with the goals of a youth-focused Balanced and Restorative Justice (BARJ) framework.  BARJ is a statewide initiative based on the understanding that crime is an act against both a victim and a community, and that restoring victims and communities is a vital part of the process of treating youth and decreasing the chance that they will re-offend.  
“Youth have repeatedly told us that they want and need to be part of the solution to address the violence issue in Chicago,” said Claude Robinson, executive vice president of external affairs and diversity for UCAN.  “By developing youth courts and training youth to determine non-violent resolutions for their peers, we are both improving our communities and building leaders for the future.”  

The program will begin in March 2010, and courts will be implemented in six Altgeld and Riverdale area schools.  Each six month training session will educate 15 youth from the Chicago and South Suburban school districts, allowing for 60 young people to be trained over the next two years.    
“The Altgeld Riverdale Community Partnership is a wonderful model of how community agencies, public partners, schools and neighbors can work together and strengthen neighborhoods.  Our young people will benefit greatly from this project and the community overall with be tremendously enhanced,” said Deidra Somerville, senior grant developer with the Chicago Housing Authority.
For additional information about the youth court program and/or UCAN, please contact Rebecca Faulk at (773) 290-5086 or faulkr@ucanchicago.org; or Samantha Frost at (312) 565-4624 or sfrost@lcwa.com.

###

About UCAN

UCAN is a multi-faceted social service agency whose mission is to offer children and families the support and skills necessary to break cycles of abuse and neglect by striving to build strong youth and families through compassionate healing, education and empowerment.  UCAN’s priorities are advanced through a network of community-based initiatives focusing on out-of-home care, community collaboration, education and counseling.  This network provides a continuum of care to ensure that clients receive the highest quality treatment without having to make often-difficult transitions to other providers. In FY 2009, UCAN programs served more than 13,000 children, youth and families. 
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