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UCAN HONORS FUTURE LEADERS AT YOUTH ADVOCACY AWARDS
Chicago Youth Recognized with Scholarships, Awards at Annual Dinner, Which Raised $698,754 for Local Youth
CHICAGO, June 28, 2010 – To teens who work extremely hard to overcome obstacle after obstacle, recognition can make all the difference.  
On June 9, UCAN – a multi-faceted social service agency whose mission is to offer children and families the support and skills necessary to break cycles of abuse and neglect – hosted an evening to honor Chicago-area youth who have turned trauma into triumph.  Held at the Four Seasons Hotel Chicago, the 11th annual Youth Advocacy Awards celebrated these teens’ inspirational stories of resilience and strength with the presentation of scholarships to the five 2010 Youth Advocacy Awards and the John E. Rooney Dynamic Scholar Award.

This year’s event also honored philanthropist Richard Driehaus, chairman of Driehaus Capital Management, as the organization’s corporate honoree.  In addition, musician Michael McDermott joined the UCAN performance group Uhlich Voices to entertain attendees with a new collaborative song written for the event.
“Each of these six young award winners has an inspirational story to share, and we are so proud of them for overcoming their obstacles to become role models for other youth in Chicago,” said Claude Robinson, executive vice president of external affairs and diversity for UCAN.
The following youth were recognized at the awards dinner:

· Greishen Rodriguez, winner of the John E. Rooney Dynamic Scholar Award, is involved in UCAN’s High School to College program, which is designed to help 8th-12th grade Chicago Public School students who are under the supervision of the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS).  She moved to the Chicago area from Puerto Rico at the age of four and was separated from her mother at age eight.  Greishen, the second oldest of nine children, has made it her responsibility to take care of her siblings while keeping her family intact.  Greishen intends to enroll in an undergraduate institution to study social work and dreams of inspiring and motivating youths who are growing up in the child welfare system, using her own experiences to identify with their plight.  Greishen is a senior at North-Grand High School and plans to enroll at Northeastern Illinois University.
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· Shena Jones, Youth Advocacy Award recipient, is a dedicated member of the Family Works program at UCAN, which focuses on ensuring that families achieve economic and social self-sufficiency.  Shena, who attends Chicago International Charter School’s Ralph Ellison Campus, works hard to separate herself from the negative influences around her and displays a fierce commitment to her convictions and an eagerness to get involved in the causes she supports.  She plans to attend the University of Illinois this fall and is considering child psychology and pediatrics as possible careers, so that she can assist youths in making positive decisions.
· Christopher McCollum Jr., Youth Advocacy Award recipient, is one of four youth leaders in UCAN’s Project Visible Man initiative, a group mentoring program for men of color ages 13-24.  Chris has represented Project Visible Man at several UCAN forums, and also participates in Chicago’s Economic Mentoring Program, in which UCAN is a partner organization. In addition, Chris is a four-year starter on Al Raby High School’s football team.  With his scholarship, Chris intends to pursue an education in math or engineering at Northern Illinois University.
· Johnetta Fort, Youth Advocacy Award recipient, serves as team captain of her basketball team at the Academy of Communications & Technology Charter School, where she has had great successes on and off the court.  Johnetta places a great deal of value on academics.  Johnetta has benefited from UCAN’s Professional Foster Parenting program, which provides stable, nurturing and affectionate care for children whose own families have been unable to safely care for them.  She continues to consider a number of schools and aspires to become a veterinarian.

· Andrew Zoll, Youth Advocacy Award recipient, is a member of the Professional Foster Parenting program in Lake County.  Andrew credits his desire to make a difference to his grandparents, who have raised him and his four siblings.  Andrew currently attends Crystal Lake South High School, where he is active in Spanish Club, wrestling and scouting.  This scholarship will allow him to study psychology at Illinois State University, where he has been accepted, as he prepares for a future dedicated to helping both adolescent and adult populations.  Andrew is considering the study of psychology or psychiatry.
· Eddie Bland, Youth Advocacy Award recipient, is involved in UCAN’s Young Leaders Development Institute, which is comprised of aspiring young leaders who are trained to become change agents through the development of community service projects and community outreach events.  As such, Eddie is committed to being a strong advocate for those who are less fortunate.  A member of Al Raby High School’s cheerleading squad, Eddie both works well in with team and is comfortable in the spotlight.  In fact, he played a large role in UCAN’s Teen Gun Survey press conference in March 2010.  Eddie’s interest in “how things work” may lead him to an education in neuropsychology or a related field.  Eddie already has been accepted to a number of colleges.
“These young people are just a snapshot of the outstanding youth that UCAN is fortunate to work with,” said Tom Vanden Berk, president and CEO of UCAN.  “We are extremely inspired by their stories, as well as by the generosity of the people of Chicago, who allow us to continue our vision to help those who experience trauma to become future leaders.  Everyone present at the event was there for the young people, which makes it a success in our eyes.”
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The money raised at the gala, which began with a silent auction in which guests were invited to bid on a variety of items, will be used to further UCAN’s many valuable programs.  For more information about UCAN and/or the awards winners, please contact Rebecca Faulk, Director of Development, at 773-290-5086 or faulkr@ucanchicago.org.
###

About UCAN

UCAN is a multi-faceted social service agency whose mission is to offer children and families the support and skills necessary to break cycles of abuse and neglect by striving to build strong youth and families through compassionate healing, education and empowerment.  UCAN’s priorities are advanced through a network of community-based initiatives focusing on out-of-home care, community collaboration, education and counseling.  This network provides a continuum of care to ensure that clients receive the highest quality treatment without having to make often-difficult transitions to other providers. In FY 2009, UCAN programs served more than 13,000 children, youth and families. Please visit www.ucanchicago.org
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Photo One Caption (From Left to Right): Jack Rooney, former president and CEO of U.S. Cellular, presents Greishen Rodriguez with the John. E. Rooney Dynamic Scholar Award.
Photo Two Caption (From Left to Right): Mistress of Ceremonies LeAnn Trotter of NBC5 with Youth Advocacy Scholarship Awardees Shena Allen; Christopher McCollum Jr.; Andrew Zoll; and Eddie Bland.
