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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ZacK Schrantz TAPPED AS PRESIDENT 
AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER OF UCAN
Reorganization of Social Service Agency’s Top Positions Will Result in Added Focus on Fundraising, External Affairs 
CHICAGO, Jan. 12, 2011 – Chicago-area social service agency UCAN has named Zack Schrantz as President and COO in a restructuring of the organization’s top positions.  Former president Tom Vanden Berk retains his title as CEO. 

In this new role, Schrantz will be responsible for the day-to-day operation of UCAN and will oversee the organization’s financial, administrative, housing, clinical services, education and placement divisions.  Vanden Berk will increase his focus on external governmental affairs and fundraising for the agency’s numerous programs.  
“From the financial side of UCAN to the individual cases of our clients – which is the heart of what we do – Zack has a wide array of experiences with UCAN and understands the intimate details of our organization, making him particularly well-equipped for this important position,” said Vanden Berk.  “At the same time, I look forward to continuing to build our relationships with government officials and our donors, which allow us to carry on the UCAN mission.”

Schrantz joined UCAN in 1990 as a Caseworker in relative foster care.  A year later he shifted to the finance department as Controller and was promoted to the position of Vice President of Finance and Operations in 1993.  He served as Executive Vice President/Chief Financial Officer of UCAN from 1999-2004 and as Executive Vice President/Chief Operating Officer from 2005-2010.
Schrantz is a Fellow of Leadership Greater Chicago, a board member of the Child Care Association of Illinois, a Co-Chair of the CCAI Diversity Workgroup, and a Co-Chair of the CWAC SACWIS Private Agency Advisory Committee.  He also serves as a Diakonal Minister.  Schrantz obtained his Bachelor of Arts in Economics and Computer Applications from the University of Notre Dame in 1989, and his Master's degree in Social Work from the University of Illinois at Chicago in 1995.  
“I am honored to assume the position of President and COO of UCAN and look forward to expanding my responsibilities while continuing to build upon UCAN’s vision that youth who have suffered trauma can become our future leaders,” said Schrantz. 
###

About UCAN

UCAN is a multi-faceted social service agency whose mission is to offer children and families the support and skills necessary to break cycles of abuse and neglect by striving to build strong youth and families through compassionate healing, education and empowerment.  UCAN’s priorities are advanced through a network of community-based initiatives focusing on out-of-home care, community collaboration, education and counseling.  This network provides a continuum of care to ensure that clients receive the highest quality treatment without having to make often-difficult transitions to other providers. In FY 2010, UCAN programs served 12,000 children, youth and families. Please visit www.ucanchicago.org.
