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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
UCAN JOINS CHICAGOLAND INCLUSION AND DIVERSITY ALLIANCE TO ASSIST YOUNG PEOPLE IN OBTAINING JOBS
Chicago-area Social Service Agency Part of Local Career Day Initiative 
CHICAGO, April 13, 2011 – Chicago-area social service organization UCAN has teamed up with the Chicagoland Inclusion and Diversity Alliance (CIDA) to hold a Career Day for at-risk youth and teens in the Chicago area.
The Career Day, which is scheduled for April 19 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, McCormick Place, will assist at-risk adolescents, some of whom have grown up in the child welfare system, in learning job readiness skills.  Speakers will also address the challenges of securing a job in today’s competitive job market.
“At UCAN we work with a large number of young people from the child welfare system who have faced trauma, and we believe they can overcome that trauma to become future leaders,” said Claude Robinson, executive vice president of external affairs and diversity at UCAN.  “The encouragement of diversity and leadership offered by this day will empower these youth to take the next step in their lives, and we are excited to be involved in this initiative with respected members of the Chicago business community.”
Steve Pemberton, chief diversity officer of Walgreens, will speak at the workshop.  Having been involved with child welfare system himself, he will provide his insight on how he rose to the position he is in today and will also offer his perspective on how young people can make a difference.
In addition to Pemberton’s speech, available workshops for the youth who attend the event include “Communicating Effectively,” “How to Conduct a Job Search,” “Goal Setting” and a fashion show to showcase acceptable clothing for job interviews.

Key companies involved in development, funding and execution of Career Day include McDonald’s, Harris Bank, Illinois Tool Works, Hyatt, Walmart, Walgreens, Coinstar/Redbox, UNCF, Federal Reserve Bank, Governors State University, Baxter and Accenture North America.

For more information about the event, which will take place from 10 a.m.-3 p.m., please contact Rebecca Faulk at 773-290-5086 or faulkr@ucanchicago.org.

About UCAN

UCAN is a multi-faceted social service agency whose mission is to offer children and families the support and skills necessary to break cycles of abuse and neglect by striving to build strong youth and families through compassionate healing, education and empowerment.  UCAN’s priorities are advanced through a network of community-based initiatives focusing on out-of-home care, community collaboration, education and counseling.  This network provides a continuum of care to ensure that clients receive the highest quality treatment without having to make often-difficult transitions to other providers. In FY 2010, UCAN programs served 12,000 children, youth and families. Please visit www.ucanchicago.org.
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